
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 12 September 2013] 

 p4000b-4001a 
Hon Peter Katsambanis 

 [1] 

NATIONAL SEX OFFENDERS REGISTER 
Statement 

HON PETER KATSAMBANIS (North Metropolitan) [5.23 pm]: Tonight I rise to urge members of this place 
and members of the public across Western Australia to sign a petition for the establishment of a national sex 
offenders register. A national register would definitely increase the safety and security of vulnerable people right 
across Australia, especially young children. The petition calling for the establishment of a national register is 
being promoted by the well-known broadcaster and journalist Derryn Hinch. He is known to have been a 
passionate advocate over many years for victims of sex offences and for the public disclosure of serious sex 
offenders who pose a serious threat to law-abiding people in our society. He has been known to overstep the 
mark on occasions, but he has sacrificed his own personal freedom in that quest to expose sex offenders. I 
commend him for the initiative he has taken to establish this register. He is running a petition seeking 25 000 
signatures at his own website, which is called humanheadline.com.au. I urge everyone to visit it and sign up.  
Members of this place know that Western Australia leads the way in Australia for public registers of sex 
offenders. We introduced such a public register here in Western Australia in October last year and since the 
Minister for Police, Liza Harvey, released the website, it has had well over 100 000 hits. That goes to show that 
genuine law-abiding citizens in this community are interested to know whether criminals who could sacrifice 
their safety and security are living in their streets and in their suburbs and in their towns right across Western 
Australia.  
Importantly, since the state register was established and went live on the internet, 10 sex offenders who had been 
lost to the authorities handed themselves in once they realised that their details and their photographs were 
published on this register. That is a great thing, because now we can track these people.  

This is not to be dismissed lightly. Since the register was made public almost a year ago, there have been no 
signs whatsoever of any vigilante action, which is sometimes the fear of people who oppose the creation of such 
registers. It is normal that there has not been any vigilante action, because normal law-abiding citizens in our 
community are just that—law-abiding. They want to know what threats are posed to them, but the law-abiding 
citizens of our community will not go out and break the law and take vigilante action, which is what people who 
oppose such registers use as an excuse for not establishing them. 
If we move from a state-based register to a national register, our community will definitely have an increased 
level of security and safety. Unfortunately, these offenders do not recognise state borders. Many of them try to 
change their identity, their names and the way they present themselves. They often move town, city or even 
state. Having a national register will mean that no matter where they go across Australia, they will be tracked 
and people in those areas will know that in their vicinity is someone who has been known to be a recidivist sex 
offender. That will provide an additional level of comfort for everyone across our nation. The petition as it is 
structured by Mr Hinch calls on the incoming Liberal federal government to take the lead. I assume the 
Attorney-General in the incoming government will be George Brandis, although that has not been announced by 
the incoming Prime Minister, Tony Abbott. I urge anyone in the role of commonwealth Attorney-General to pay 
due attention to this call by the Australian public for the establishment of such a register. I also urge the 
commonwealth government to use the Western Australian example as a model and as a template of how we can 
move forward to provide protection for our families, our children and our citizens across the whole country. I 
have signed Mr Hinch’s petition. I was the 13 929th person to sign it. I hope that that number multiplies 
manyfold—tenfold or 20 fold—so that we, as a society, can show strong support for the establishment of a 
national sex offenders register, which will protect our children and vulnerable members of our community and 
will help tilt the balance of our legal system in favour of law-abiding citizens, which is something I spoke about 
very passionately in my first speech to this place and something to which I adhere very strongly. I congratulate 
Derryn Hinch for taking this initiative. I urge everyone to support it. I urge the incoming commonwealth 
government to take action, hopefully through the Standing Council on Law and Justice—formerly the Standing 
Committee of Attorneys-General—and other fora between the commonwealth government and state 
governments, so that we can establish this sort of register to provide the protection that our young people, our 
children and vulnerable members of our society need, expect and deserve. 
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